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Letter to the Editor 

Comments on State Variable Feedback Control 

of Multiregion Reactors 

Weaver and Vanasse have obviously independently dis-
covered the control scheme discussed in their recent 
article.1 However, Bass f irst discovered it2 in 1960 and 
published it3 along with an efficient algorithm for comput-
ing the resolvent matrix. A somewhat similar method 
(although not in state space notation) has also been dis-
covered(4_8) for the case in which a compensation element 
must be added in cascade, i.e., more poles added. All 
these methods are useful tools for the control systems 
designer, so it is good to see them in print in different 
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journals. To obtain practical results, reasonable closed 
loop pole configurations should be specified and the sensi-
tivity investigated, as Weaver and Vanasse have done. 
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