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and prioritize solutions for high-cost
legacy waste cleanup and manage-
ment. ANS looks forward to engag-
ing more on this topic in the 119th
Congress.”

SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL

U.S. liability for breach
of Standard Contract
jumps to $44.5 billion

The Department of Energy’s esti-
mated overall liability for failing to
dispose of the country’s commercial
spent nuclear fuel jumped as much as
10 percent last year, from a range of
$34.1 billion to $41 billion in 2023 to
a range of $37.6 billion to $44.5 bil-
lion in 2024, according to a financial
audit of the DOE’s Nuclear Waste
Fund (NWF) for fiscal year 2024.

The estimated liability excludes
$11.1 billion already paid out to
nuclear power plant owners and
utilities for the DOE’s breach of the
Standard Contract for the disposal of
spent fuel (10 CFR Part 961), which
required the DOE to begin taking
title of spent nuclear fuel for disposal
by January 1998. Owners of spent fuel
routinely sue the federal government
for the continued cost of managing
the fuel. The recovered costs are paid
out from the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment’s Judgement Fund and not
from the DOE.

According to the audit, conducted
by the independent public accounting
firm of KPMG, the liability estimate
“reflects a range of possible scenarios”
regarding the operating life of the
current fleet of nuclear power reac-
tors. The estimate is also based on
when the DOE thinks it may begin
taking spent fuel. In May, the DOE
received initial approval (Critical
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Decision 0) for a consolidated interim KPMG audit. The NWF was funded

storage facility for spent fuel that, through annual fees—initially, $0.001
if constructed, would be opera- for every kilowatt-hour provided
tional by 2046. by a nuclear power plant—levied

The NWF, which was intended to by the DOE on owners and genera-
finance the DOE’s disposal of spent tors of spent fuel. The DOE stopped
fuel, had a balance of $52.2 billion as
of September 2024, according to the Source Points continues
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PRESSURE

D-Series
Hot Tappping Tools
Safely Tap, Sample and Drain Piping & Pressure Vessels

Unmatched reliability for sampling and/or drainage of contaminants from lines
while keeping operators safe. Ideal for decontamination and disposal work.

e Simple installation

e No welding or pyrotechnics required
e Compliant with several QA programs
e Sizes from 1/2” through 4”

e Pressures to 285 PsiG (19.7 BarG)

e Available in carbon or stainless steel

Call, click or scan today to learn more about our Hot Tapping Tools!
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