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considerable volume of additional
waste, which will cost billions of dol-
lars and take decades to treat, store,
and dispose of, according to the GAO.

As required by the National
Defense Authorization Act for fiscal
year 2022, the NNSA developed a
strategy for the treatment, storage,
and disposition of defense nuclear
waste generated from its efforts to
maintain and modernize the U.S.
nuclear stockpile. The NNSA released
its strategy in February 2024.

The GAO contends that the NNSA
strategy was not comprehensive,
because it followed only one of seven
key components for comprehensive
strategic plans. While the GAO found
that the NNSA's strategy includes a
mission statement, it only partially
or minimally meets six other com-
ponents. In addition, the NNSA’s
strategy only partially addresses the
requirements imposed on it by Con-
gress, according to the GAO.

In its report, Nuclear Waste
Cleanup: NNSA Should Improve Its
Strategy for Managing Anticipated
Waste from Defense Activities (GAO-
25-107636), the GAO is recommend-
ing that the NNSA include the key
components of a comprehensive stra-
tegic plan and fully address statutory
requirements in its required update
to congressional committees. In
response, the NNSA concurred with
the GAO’s recommendation, saying
that the 2024 strategy “represents a
snapshot in time, early in the pro-
gram’s development.” The NNSA is to
issue an updated plan in 2026, which
the administration said will provide
a comprehensive strategy that meets
statutory requirements.
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- UV Stabilization
- Corrosion Inhibitors
- Heat Shrinkability
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Decommissioning Training Course

The Decommissioning Training Course of the Argonne EOF
Division conducts periodic training of various technical and other
staff of various organizations involved in any of a number of
ways in the decommissioning process. Activities to be performed,
technical aspects and management aspects and completion of
site decommissioning are among the topics to be covered.

Upcoming Courses:
Dates and in-person status are subject to change

e March 24-27 - Las Vegas, NV
e April 15-17 = Virginia Beach, VA

Check website for latest news and upcoming 2025 dates:
https://www.anl.gov/eof/facility-decommissioning-training-course

Information:

Lawrence E. Boing

Facility Decommissioning TC Director
Phone 630-252-6729, Fax 630-252-7577

email: [boing@anl.gov

Argonne National Laboratory
EOF Division — Special Projects

9700 South Cass Avenue
Argonne, IL 60439
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