
Demonstration Project.
WVDP is a roughly 150-acre site in western 

New York owned by New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority. The 
site contains the only commercial spent 
nuclear fuel reprocessing facility that has 
ever operated in the United States. It ran from 
1963 to 1972. Christensen marked the reau-
thorization of the project as his key goal for 
his remaining time as a Fellow.

Mike Woosley is working in the office of 
Sen. Chris Coons (D., Conn.) on the office’s 
energy and environment team. When asked 
why he chose to pursue a role in a personal 
office as opposed to a committee, Woosley 
explained that, while he was interested in 
the impact he could have on nuclear policy 
in either the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources or Environment and 
Public Works, the uncertainty brought on by 
the election year pushed him toward a per-
sonal office.

In the office of Sen. Coons, Woosley still 
can make an impact in the field; he esti-
mated that he is working directly on nuclear 
issues more than half the time. “When I’m 
not covering nuclear, I’m usually covering an 
energy-related issue: transmission and dis-
tribution of power, grid reliability, FERC, all-
of-the-above energy strategies, renewables, 
novel technologies. You can’t just talk about 
energy now without bringing in diversity and 
resiliency, so it’s a very natural fit for some-
one who is an expert in nuclear.”

Aside from drafting technical memos, 
meeting with other staffers, helping with 
the nominations of Chris Wright and Doug 
Burgum, and working on the Senate Climate 
Solutions Caucus, Woosley also has helped 
introduce three nuclear-related bills to the 
Senate: the Efficient Licensing and Hear-
ing Act, the International Nuclear Energy 
Financing Act, and the International Nuclear 
Energy Act.�
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https://www.ans.org/news/2025-06-06/article-7095/former-nrc-commissioners-lend-support-to-efforts-to-eliminate-mandatory-hearings/
https://www.ans.org/news/2025-06-06/article-7095/former-nrc-commissioners-lend-support-to-efforts-to-eliminate-mandatory-hearings/
https://www.coons.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/inefa_bill_text1.pdf
https://www.coons.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/inefa_bill_text1.pdf
https://clearpathaction.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/55/2025/05/inea-2025.pdf
https://clearpathaction.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/55/2025/05/inea-2025.pdf
https://www.eteba.org/botc/



