operations, and coordination between secu-
rity and probabilistic risk assessment may
yield benefits; and regulators are open to
reducing cost.

“The regulators are open as long as we have
the right basis for the approaches that also
reduce cost, there’s no problem with that,” he
noted, adding that “significant opportunities
exist for cost reductions through centralized
operations.”

Nuclear innovations

Ken Lowery of Southern Nuclear provided
an overview of the Innova-
tion track’s six sessions.
“It’s always new and differ-
ent,” said Lowery, the
track’s lead.

One session dealt with
Al and Lowery highlighted
its emerging role in the
nuclear industry, noting its
applications in regulatory
tasks and report processing. “I think that’s
just the tip of the iceberg,” he said, suggesting
that meeting sessions in the future will delve
deeper into AI’s potential.

Another session covered virtual twins,
computer models of plants for virtual reality
simulations. Lowery described it as “really
impressive high-tech stuff,” reflecting on its

Lowery
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potential to revolutionize plant operations
and monitoring.

The track also explored cutting-edge auto-
mation technologies, including robot dogs,
drones, and Al-enhanced security measures.
In particular, Lowery pointed to advance-
ments in fire safety with automated fire carts
and other technologies enhancing opera-
tional efficiency.

Lastly, Lowery noted the focus on con-
dition-based monitoring technology
and on-site private wireless networks for
improved plant monitoring. “We're expecting
new innovative practices and techniques
next year,” he concluded.

The workforce
The Workforce track’s sessions during the
week covered a range of topics, including
technical talent, engineering, trades, and
training improvements.
Brian Greene, vice presi-
dent of workforce solutions
for GSE Solutions, com-
' mented that the track’s
focus was shaped by last
. year’s UWC discussions
aimed at addressing the
most pressing workforce
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BIRNS Lumena-6™

See Your Nuclear Facility
in a Different Light

The BIRNS Lumena-4™ LED underwater floodlight provides
powerful, high efficiency illumination. Its 85,000 lumen ocutput and
>61,000 hour lamp life deliver brilliant, near daylight visibility to
reactor and fuel pools, transfer canals and other key applications.
Plus, it's certified for use in water temperatures up to 70°C.

This seismically qualified plug-and-play system is precision
engineered with a fully integrated water cooled power driver, so
no topside equipment is needed. It draws only 600W and operates
on any mains supply from 90 to 300VAC, and with its ultra-high
efficiency reflectors, provides scalable and highly effective lighting
to maximize safety and fuel movement performance.
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www.birns.com

BIRNS’ Quality Management System Is
AS$001:2014 Certified by DNV and
Compliant to NRC 10CFRS0, App. B
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