
answering questions by e-mail. 
“For the CNSC, regulatory col-

laboration on BWRX-300 has been 
particularly successful in adding 
efficiency and rigor to our techni-
cal review of this technology,” he 
continued. 

While the joint work so far had 
been mostly reviewing topical 
reports, an early stage in licens-
ing, Holland said, “We antici-
pate opportunities to extend our 
approach to joint reviews and 
leveraging reviews of another regu-
lator to broader applications.” 

Regulatory coordination would 
appear to make sense as the indus-
try goes international. Westing-
house, based near Pittsburgh, Pa., 
is now owned by a Canadian turn-
around firm and a uranium min-
ing company. GE Hitachi’s BWRX 
reactor, planned for Ontario, will 
be built in part using components 
manufactured in Canada by a sub-
sidiary of American company BWX 
Technologies. 

And the collaboration on evalu-
ating the BWRX and other designs 
makes sense from a regulatory 
standpoint. But political factors 
are creating challenges, regardless 
of what the regulators do. TVA’s 
role, like so much else in the last 
few weeks, has been cast into 
doubt by the change of adminis-
tration in the White House. Jeffrey 
J. Lyash, president and CEO since 
2019, has been a main backer of 
the construction of a BWRX-300, 
but following Trump’s inaugu-
ration, Lyash announced that he 
will retire this year. (Trump had 
clashed with Lyash during Trump’s 
first term.)

However, TVA has already 
invested substantial effort in study-
ing the BWRX-300 for its Clinch 
River site. 

And a trade war with Canada has 
increased agitation there for using 
their homegrown product, the 
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CANDU, instead of a U.S. import. 
But reactors built in Canada would 
have substantial content produced 
in that country. 

That is another reason joint 
licensing of a design is unlikely; 
host country rules for “local con-
tent” mean that especially for 
SMRs that are factory built, key 

components would be sourced 
from different places.  

Matt Wald is an independent 
energy writer and consultant. He 
is a former policy analyst at the 
Nuclear Energy Institute and for 
decades was the energy reporter at 
the New York Times.
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Trusted by Nuclear Power plants around the world as their preferred tube plugging 
method, Pop-A-Plug Tube Plugs from Curtiss-Wright are engineered for optimal 
performance throughout the lifecycle of heat exchanger equipment.

• Hydraulic installation eliminates welding

• No damage to tubes, tube sheet ligaments and joints

• Pressure ratings up to 7000 PsiG (483 BarG)
• Compliant with industry guidelines including; EPRI, INPO & ASME PCC-2

• 100% lot tested to ensure unmatched quality

Pop-A-Plug®

Tube Plugging System
ASME PCC-2 Compliant Heat Exchanger Repair Solution

®Pop-A-Plug®®
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Ask about Pop-A-Plug Tube Stabilizers for weakened or severed tubes!
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