Laboratory, and has received a
DOE site use permit. Lightbridge
has been developing proprietary
next-generation nuclear fuel tech-
nology for existing light water reac-
tors and pressurized heavy water
reactors and for new SMRs. Light-
bridge previously signed two long-
term framework agreements with
Battelle Energy Alliance, the DOE’s
operating contractor for INL.
B GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy, the
nuclear business of GE Vernova,
has awarded a contract to BWX
Technologies to manufacture the
reactor pressure vessel (RPV) for
GEH'’s first BWRX-300 SMR, to be
constructed at Ontario Power
Generation’s Darlington New
Nuclear Project site. The RPV is the
largest component in the BWRX-
300. BWXT has a previous contract
from GEH to perform RPV-related
engineering analysis, design sup-
port, and manufacturing and pro-
curement preparations. Early site
preparation work at the Darlington
site has been completed, and con-
struction of the first of four planned
BWRX-300 units is expected to
begin this year, pending regulatory
approval. GEH hopes to launch
commercial operations at Darling-
ton by the end of 2029.
Additionally, GEH has signed
new MOUs with British nuclear
engineering firms Boccard and
Cavendish Nuclear to accelerate
the deployment of SMRs in the
United Kingdom. The agreements
reflect GEH’s intention of collabo-
rating more closely with U.K.-based
suppliers in order to better advance
the development and operation of
GEH’s BWRX-300 SMR. The MOU
with Boccard allows GEH to use
that firm’s digitalized nuclear man-
ufacturing facility in North Wales,
including its bespoke software
BocTrack and its nuclear-expe-
rienced engineering and project
management teams. The MOU with

Cavendish Nuclear builds on an
existing relationship that has sup-
ported the regulatory approval of
the BWRX-300 through the govern-
ment’s generic design assessment
process. GEH has been navigating
through Great British Nuclear’s
SMR selection competition and had
previously announced SMR-related

Industry

collaborations with
Aecon, AtkinsRéalis,
Jacobs, and Laing O’Rourke.

B French SMR developer Hexana
has formed a strategic partnership
with the Belgian engineering firm
Tractebel aimed at supporting

Continued

Tube Plugging System

ASME PCC-2 Compliant Heat Exchanger Repair Solution

Trusted by Nuclear Power plants around the world as their preferred tube plugging
method, Pop-A-Plug Tube Plugs from Curtiss-Wright are engineered for optimal
performance throughout the lifecycle of heat exchanger equipment.

¢ Hydraulic installation eliminates welding

e No damage to tubes, tube sheet ligaments and joints

e Pressure ratings up to 7000 PsiG (483 BarG)

e Compliant with industry guidelines including; EPRI, INPO & ASME PCC-2
* 100% lot tested to ensure unmatched quality

Ask about Pop-A-Plug Tube Stabilizers for weakened or severed tubes!

877.238.3092 | est-sales@curtisswright.com
cw-estgroup.com/nn-25
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https://www.cw-estgroup.com/Products/Pop-A-Plug®-Tube-Plugging-System

