
UNITED KINGDOM

Sellafield not “achieving value for money,” government watchdog says

Despite progress made over the past years, 
the United Kingdom’s Nuclear Decommis-
sioning Authority (NDA) has not seen an 
adequate return on investment in cleaning 
up the Sellafield nuclear site on England’s 
Cumbria coast, according to a new report by 
the U.K.’s National Audit Office, which scruti-
nizes government spending.

The NAO report found that the cleanup 
of Sellafield, which includes legacy con-
taminated buildings, untreated waste from 
nuclear fuel reprocessing, and aging facili-
ties, is taking longer than planned and at a 
higher cost. Full decommissioning of the site 
is expected to take until 2125 to be completed 
at a cost of £136 billion (about $176 billion), 
according to the report, which also noted 
that £2.7 billion ($3.5 billion) was spent on 
the site in the past year.

The NAO found that since 2018, when it 
previously reported on Sellafield, the NDA 
has continued to address “significant pro-
curement, contractual, and delivery prob-
lems.” According to the NAO, much of that 
progress was a result of a 2016 reorganiza-
tion, when management of the site shifted 
from private contractor Nuclear Management 
Partners to Sellafield Ltd., a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the NDA. The direct ownership 
model has resulted in savings of around 
£170 million (about $221 million) a year, the 
NAO reported.

Sellafield’s leadership team, however, 
needs to do more to improve accountability 
for organizational performance, according to 
the NAO, which noted that there have been “a 
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4	Flood Protection Doors & Barriers

4	Watertight Doors & Hatches

4	Spent Fuel Pool Gates

4	Specialty Doors: Fire-Rated, Airtight  
& Ballistic

4	NUPIC Approved to 10CFR50 Appendix B

For over fifty years, Presray’s innovative doors, windows 

and barriers have been used to protect vital buildings 

and facilities across America. With our experience, and 

broad product offering, we can help you meet the 

evolving needs of the nuclear industry.

Is your facility compliant with 
NRC water-control regulations?

http://www.presray.com/nuclear-industry



