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license in 2017. If approved, the 
facility would initially store 500 
canisters holding approximately 
8,680 metric tons of spent nuclear 
fuel under a 40-year license. 
During subsequent phases, the 
facility would be licensed to hold 
up to 10,000 canisters of spent 

fuel. The canisters would 
be transported by rail from 
operating, decommissioning, 
and decommissioned commer-
cial nuclear power plants around 
the country.

INTERIM STORAGE

NRC decision on Holtec’s 
HI-STORE CISF due in May

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission has delayed issuing a 
decision on the licensing of Holtec 
International’s proposed con-
solidated interim storage facility 
(CISF) in New Mexico. In a letter 
sent to Holtec on March 20, the 
NRC said the delay was “due to 
unforeseen resource constraints.”

The NRC was previously 
expected to issue a final safety 
evaluation report, along with its 
licensing decision, for the spent 
nuclear fuel storage facility by the 
end of March. In its letter, the NRC 
said it now estimates that it will 
issue its final decision and safety 
report at or before the end of May.

The NRC’s letter comes just 
days after New Mexico passed 
legislation meant to prevent the 
CISF project from moving for-
ward. Signed by Democratic Gov. 
Michelle Lujan Grisham on March 
17, the new law prohibits the stor-
age and disposal of radioactive 
waste in New Mexico without the 
state’s consent. Holtec is propos-
ing to build the facility, called the 
HI-STORE CISF, in southeastern 
New Mexico, near the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Waste Isolation 
Pilot Plant.

According to an AP report, five 
Democrats joined Republicans in 
voting against passage of the law, 
which was passed by the New Mex-
ico House on a 35-28 vote, arguing 
that it challenges long-standing 
federal authority over nuclear 
safety matters and would lead to 
new court challenges.

Holtec, in partnership with the 
Eddy-Lea Energy Alliance of New 
Mexico, submitted its application 
to the NRC for the HI-STORE CISF 
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Waste Management

Waste Management continues

Nuclear 
Industry’s
Best
Protective 
Apparel

Reduce 
Reuse 

Recycle

Compare costs 
www.UniTechUS.com/PE

Call 1-800-344-3824
www.UniTechUS.com

GREEN, CLEAN,
SUSTAINABLE

Save up to 50% with ProTech Plus® launderable  
coveralls and CoolTech® Scrubs – toss the disposables

Choose our ONE Program  
with low cost-per-use charge for apparel, accessories,  
Mobile Safety Store – scrap inventory costs

ProTech Plus balances protection, comfort, cost –  
best for worker, company & environment

CUT COSTS!

http://www.unitechus.com

